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Color  and  light  by  touch...  What  ip  thip,  the  letept 
discovery,  a naive  error,  or  a Phameleap  hoax?  Don^t  the 
pubjectp  peek  during  the  teptp?  Doepn't  thip  smack  of  telepathy 
— the  tranpraispion  of  tiioughts  over  a distance?  These  questions 
un  to  now  have  agitated  peoples*  minds.  But  there  already  are 
answers  to  many  of  them.  Some  dilettante  commentators,  wiWiout 
having  properly  looked  into  the  scientific  essence  of  the  matter, 
have  tried  to  accuse  the  subjects  of  unscrupulousness.  Let's 
look  into  ;the  matter, 

Suggesti on  Is  Absent.  Peeking  is  Excluded 

...The  subject  is  eleven-year-old  Larisa  Perebeynos.  When 
she  enters  the  dark  room,  she  closes  her  eyes.  After  that  a 
piece  of  film  (180  units  State  All-Union  Standard)  is  placed 
on  her  eye-lids;  on  top  of  it  her  face  ip  bandaged  with  thick 
black  material . The  subject  is  led  into  a bright  room  end 
helped  to  sit  down  at  a table.  A closed  wooden  box  is  nut  in 
front  of  her.  It  contains  a number  of  paper  squares  of  differ- 
ent colors.  They  are  thoroughly  shuffled.  Everyone  goes  to 
an  adjacent  room  in  order  that  they  see  neither  the  subject  nor 
the  box  of  paper  squares. 

After  that  Larisa  is  instructed  to  open  the  box  end  phuf- 
fle  the  paper  squares.  Taking  them  out  one  by  one,  the  girl 
loudly  states  their  color  end  stidcp  the  pieces  of  paper  on  a 
needle.  Her  responses  are  written  down  by  the  experimenter,  who 
ip  in  the  next  room.  When  the  experiment  ip  over,  we  return 
to  Larisa's  room  and  begin  to  check  the  color?  noted  down  against 
the  squares  planed  on  the  needle.  We  are  convinced  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  ell  ten  determinations.  Development  of  the  film 
that  had  been  placed  on  her  eyes  confirms  that  light  had  not 
penetrated  to  the  girl's  eyes  during  the  forty-five  minutes  of 
the  experiment.  During  the  experiment  there  was  no  one  in  the 
place  where  it  was  conducted  who  would  know  the  colors  of  the 

paper  squares  chosen  by  Lari  js  from  the  box.  Thus  there  can  be 
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question  of  the  trenemi pel  on  of  thoughts  et  p flietence 


Yes,  T'nlg  Ig  Skin  '^ight”*. 

The  pubject  ip  eleven-year-old  Natasha  Bershedskeye . The 
experiment  beging  ap  did  the  previoi;p  one.  The  only  difference 
being  that  the  squares  of  colored  paper  are  enclosed  between 
two  pieces  of  glaps,  whose  edges  are  covered  with  a strip  of 
white  paper. 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  experiment  the  squares  in  the 
box  are  shuffled  by  a nerson  who  thereafter  takes  no  part  in 
the  experiment  and  is  not  acquainted  with  its  content.  The 
same  person  hands  the  closed  box  to  the  experimenter.  When  she 
names  the  colors,  she  niles  the  plates  in  order  in  a cardboard 
box.  And  again  the  determinations  of  colors  ere  performed 
correctlyl  Moreover,  through  glass,  end  not  by  direct  feeling 


of  the  surface  of  the  paper,  which  excludes  the  fetticipetion 
of  tactile  sensing.  After  carrying  out  a series  of  such  tests, 
we  requested  our  colleagues  in  the  Ursls  to  check  us  by  repeat- 
ing the  experiments  following  our  methodology.  Candidate  of 
Pedagogical  Sciences  N.I,  Sudakov  reported  from  Magnitogorsk 
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thpt  he  had  conducted  auccepefully  en  enelogoue  experiment 
with  three  students.  The  subjects  took  the  colored  pistes 
from  the  box,  felt  them  with  their  fingers  end  determined  their 
colors.  Red  pieces  of  gless  were  put  into  e box  on  the  left 
end  yellow  ones  into  s box  on  the  right.  Out  of  60  detennina- 
tions  43  proved  to  be  correct  end  17  erroneous. 

Does  s Blind  Person  Need  Glasses? 

Vanye  Dubovik  went  blind  et  the  sge  of  eight.  Both  of  his 
dsmsged  eyes  and  opticel  nerves  were  removed.  Nevertheless, 
the  world  of  colors  wes  not  lost  by  Vanye.  The  boy  distinguishes 
colors  by  touch,  day  after  day  perfectin/^  his  ability.  But  not 
in  this,  and  not  even  in  the  reading  of  a flat  printed  text  with 
the  finger  tips  do  we  se^he  most  valuable  possibilities  for  the 
utilization  of  skin  "sight”  by  ^lind  people. 

One  more  experiment.  A photographic  lens  is  fastened  to  a 
boy's  forehead.  A sp®t  of  light  is  focussed  on  the  skin  of  the 
forehead.  The  boy  senses  the  light  well  end  even  discerns  its 
brightness . . . 

The  experiments  on  developing  "sight"  by  the  skin  of 
the  forehead  with  the  use  of  optical  devices  that  focus  the 
iroeges  of  surrounding  objects  have  as  their  aim  the  helping  of 
the  blind  and  nersonswith  poor  sight  to  orient  themselves  in 
their  surroundings. 

Nothing  Supernatural*. 

About  the  ethical  side  o"^  t matter.  The  overwhelming 
majority  of  publicatioBS  on  skin  "sight",  unfortunately,  belong 
to  journalists  and  not  to  scientists.  Perhaps,  therefore,  the 
noisy  and  rather  confused  mass  campaign  that  has  developed  around 
skin  "sight"  does  now,  especially  to  children  who"see  with  their 
akin,"  harm  rather  than  good. 
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In  my  view,  whet  should  e scientist  who  tekes  up  this  pro- 
blem do  first  of  sll?  Firstly,  he  must  very  rigorously  select 
for  the  experiments  only  "T)Ure  meterisl.”  He  must  dismiss  from 
the  experiments  people  who  do  not  withstend  checking.  Secondly, 
he  must  tell  them  honestly,  as  Rozs  Kuleshovs  wes  told:  "Roza, 
you  ere  not  unique.  There  are  many  such...”  And  also,  "Vife 
study  such  people  not  in  order  to  glorify  but  in  order  to  at 
some  time  help  the  blind.  Thus  this  is  quite  ordinary  work,** 

Two  and  a half  years  of  experiments  carried  out  by  Soviet 
scientists  have  not  passed  in  vain.  It  has  now  been  proved  that 
we  are  dealing  not  with  a hoax  and  not  with  "clairvoyance.” 
Before  us  is  an  immediate  problem,  a problem  that  is  complicated, 
interesting,  end  important  practically,  a problem  that  possibly 
nay  reveal  new  sub-surface  layers  in  our  physiology. 

Our  correspondents  visited  the  laboratory  of  Candidate  of 
Medical  Sciences  Andrey  Kvgenyevich  Shevelev  in  Odessa.  A sol- 
idly built  figure,  heir  cut  siiort  end  already  showing  signs  of 
early  grey  — the  scientist  gave  the  impression  of  an  athlete 
who  had  donned  a scientist* s coverall. 

"I  WPP  indeed  for  many  years  enthusiastic  about  mountain 
climbing.  Now  my  passion  is  the  sea,  I spend  my  free  time  on 
a yacht.” 

"Tell  roe,  doctor,  why  did  you  take  up  the  probleroa  of  akin 
* sight*?" 

I prepared  a doctoral  dissertation  on  glaucoma,  an  eye 
disease  very  widespread  in  the  East.  Many  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  People  who  ere  stricken  by  it  lose  their  sight  for  ever.  To- 
day we  are  seeking  paths  to  broadening  the  possibilities  of 
peroeivir  « surrounding  world  for  people  who  have  weak  sight 
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or  who  hpve  ertirely  lost  their  vipion.  That  ia  why  the  problem 
of  akin  'pight'  hep  taker  on  for  up  p nerticulerly  precticel  im- 
portfnoe.  I believe  thpt  having  ptudied  the  unupuel  pkenoroenon 
we  phall  be  able  to  help  blind  people.  The  mein  thing  ip  to  in- 
veptigpte  the  phenomenon  leaving  aaide  preconception  pnd  chance.” 

"You  evidently  for  that  reepon  uped  the  light-penpi tive 
film  that  wrp  pieced  on  the  eyep?" 

d!.t 

"hot  only.  The  pubject  may  indeed  be  influenced  by  auggea- 
tion.  We  even  experimented  in  thip  dir'-ction.  A child  with  bam- 
deged  eyep  wap  pum  ounded  by  peveral  doctora  who,  peeing  an  ob- 
ject of  thip  or  thPt  color,  ceuped  the  teet  child  to  aelect  nre- 
cieely  it,  acting  only  by  puggeetion.  ThPt  ip  why  in  our  exper- 
iment? the  pelection  of  color  ip  alwaya  done  without  outpide 
interference  ~ the  pubject  ip  alone  in  the  room." 

"Tell  me,  have  you  conducted  experiroenta  confirming  the 
puppopition  that  pkin  ‘aight*  ip  the  reault  of  the  perception 
of  one’p  own  electromagnetic  radiation  that  haa  been  reflected 
by  the  object*?" 

"Ko,  we  have  not  yet  teated  the  hypothepia  of  Academician 
B.  Konatantinov . But  we  have  ataged  other  experiment?.  We  have 
made  a large  number  of  outwardly  completely  identical  metal 
pquarea  out  of  different  roetalp.  Among  them  were  ferro-,  pare-, 
end  diemegnetic  elloye.  When,  however,  they  were  touched  by  e 
perpon  who  wap  undergoing  the  exnerimentp,  he  gave  one  end  the 
seme  enawer:  *I  pee  white'."  Thip  prove?  that  akin  "pight"  ia 
not  underlain  by  e nhenomenon  connected  with  magnetiam.  Whet 
kind  of  nhenomenon  it  ip  will  be  ehown  by  the  future." 

"Your  pubpequent  planp?" 

"Together  with  my  principal  work  inveatigating  the  cauaep 
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of  glaucoma  our  laboratory  will  continue  working  on  the  problem 
of  skin  "sight".  I personally  consider  this  phenomenon  extremely 
important  and  am  convinced  that  with  time,  when  the  secret  of 
the  phenomenon  will  be  revealed,  we  shall  succeed  in  putting  the 
new  achievement  of  science  to  the  benefit  of  people  who  are 
suffering . " 


PTD-ID(RS)I-0560-77 


6 


security  classification  of  this  page  (Whmn  Entered) 


REPORT  DOCUMENTATION  PAGE 

READ  INSTRUCTIONS 

BEFORE  COMPLETING  FORM 

1.  REPORT  NUMBER 

FTD-ID(RS)I-0560-77 

2.  GOVT  ACCESSION  NO. 

3.  RECIPIENT’S  CATALOG  NUMBER 

4.  TITLE  (and  Subtitle) 

PROM  SENSATIONAL  STIR  TO  SERIOUS 

RESEARCH  EXPERIMENTS  CONFIRM— YES,  SKIN 

5.  type  of  REPORT  ft  PERIOD  COVERED  i 

Translation 

"SiCiHT  EXiSTii," 

6.  performing  ORG.  REPORT  NUMBER 

7.  AuTHORf»J 

A.  Shevalev,  V.  P.  Filatova 

8.  contract  OR  grant  NUMBERr*) 

9.  performing  organization  name  and  address 

Foreign  Technology  Division 

Air  Force  Systems  Command 

U.  S.  Air  Force 

10.  PROGRAM  ELEMENT.  PROJECT.  TASK 
AREA  ft  WORK  UNIT  NUMBERS 

M.  CONTROLLING  OFFICE  NAME  AND  ADDRESS 

12.  report  date 

1965 

13.  number  OF  pages 

6 

14.  MONITORING  AGENCY  NAME  ft  ADDRESSC/f  different  from  Controlling  Office) 

< 

15.  security  class,  (of  thia  report) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

15«.  DECLASSIFICATION  DOWNGRADING 

schedule 

16.  DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  (ol  this  Report) 

Approved  for  public  release;  distribution 

K 

unlimited. 

17.  DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  (of  fh#  absfraci  entered  /n  Block  30,  //  ditferent  Irom  Report) 


18.  SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTES 


19.  KEY  WORDS  (Continue  on  reveeee  aide  H neceaaary  and  Identify  by  block  number) 


20.  ABSTRACT  ("Conl/nua  on  reveree  aide  If  neceaaary  and  Identify  by  block  number) 


06 


DO  1473  EDITION  OF  1 NOV  68  |S  OBSOLETE 


security  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THIS  PAGE  (When  Data  Entered) 


DISTRIBUTION  LIST 


DISTRIBUTION  DIRECT  TO  RECIPIENT 


0RGMI21ATI0N 

MICROFICHE 

ORGAN 

IZATION 

A205 

DMATC 

1 

E053 

af/inaka 

A210 

DMAAC 

2 

E017 

AF/  RDXTR-W 

DIA/RDS-3C 

8 

E404 

AEDC 

COI43 

USAMIIA 

1 

E408 

AFWL 

C509 

BALLISTIC  RES  LABS 

1 

E410 

ADTC 

C510 

AIR  MOBILITY  R&D 

1 

E413 

ESD 

LAB/FIO 

FTD 

C513 

PICATINNY  ARSENAL 

X 

CCN 

C535 

AVIATION  SYS  COMD 

1 

ETID 

C557 

USAIIC 

1 

NIA/PHS 

C591 

FSTC 

5 

NICD 

C619 

MIA  REDSTONE 

1 

DOO8 

NISC 

1 

H30C 

USAICE  (USAREUR) 

1 

?005 

ERDA 

2 

PO55 

CIA/CRS/ADD/SD 

1 

NAVORDSTA  ( 50L) 

1 . 

NAVWPNSCEN  (Code  121) 

1 

NASA/KSI 

1 

5UI*  lES/RDPO 

1 

AFIT/LD 

1 

MICROFICHE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 


FTD-ID(RS) I -0560-77 


